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1. How to Create a Base map

2. Localscape®esign

Central Open Shapes
Gathering Areas
Activity Zones

Paths

Planting Beds

3. Plant Selection Basics

4. Plant Maintenance
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Base Maps

An accurate base map is key to
good design.

ABase maps should:
A Be drawn to scale
A Show existing hardscape
A Show existing trees & shrubs
A Show any permanent objects
A Help you avoid mistakes!
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Developing a Base Map

Option A:
Obtain a base map from your

builder or city.

A Easiest
A May not be 100% accurate

Option B:
Measure your landscape.
A Tape measure
A Measuring Wheel
A Google Maps
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Observe &
Note Conditions

AGood and bad views
AWind

ASun vs. Shade

ASoil conditions
ASlopes

Prevailing

&

Summer
Breeze

%/ Existing
Patio

Winter Winds
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Near
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Perform a Needs
Assessment

Site Concerns

A Existing patio is old and small
A Lack of privacy

A Wasted space

A Noisy areas

Wish List

Space for shade garden

Covered storage area (Activity Zone)
Play space (Activity Zone)

Fire pit (Gathering Area)

o Io Do Io Do

Larger patio (Gathering Area)

Nosy

neigbors! Need active

playspace for
grandkids
& dog.

Patio too
small for
family.

Side yard is
just a pass
through-
wasted
space.

There is no

reason to be in
the front yard.

Unfriendly space.

N

Plants struggle
in this location.

Huge 4
RV! d

No
covered
storage.




Finished Base Map

A Drawn to scale
A 11"x 17" sheet of paper
A North arrow

A All existing hardscape areas
and mature trees
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Open
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Corner Lot Odd-Shaped Lot







Defined Edge

Central
Open
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