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What you will learn:

1. How to Create a Base map

2. LocalscapesDesign
Å Central Open Shapes
Å Gathering Areas
Å Activity Zones
Å Paths
Å Planting Beds

3. Plant Selection Basics

4. Plant Maintenance



Localscapes University
Creating A Base Map



Base Maps
An accurate base map is key to 
good design. 

ÅBase maps should: 
ÅBe drawn to scale

ÅShow existing hardscape

ÅShow existing trees & shrubs

ÅShow any permanent objects

ÅHelp you avoid mistakes!



Developing a Base Map

Option A:

Obtain a base map from your 
builder or city.
ÅEasiest

ÅMay not be 100% accurate

Option B:
Measure your landscape.
ÅTape measure

ÅMeasuring Wheel

ÅGoogle Maps





Observe & 
Note Conditions

ÅGood and bad views

ÅWind

ÅSun vs. Shade

ÅSoil conditions

ÅSlopes



Perform a Needs 
Assessment 

Site Concerns

Å Existing patio is old and small

Å Lack of privacy

Å Wasted space

Å Noisy areas

Wish List

Å Space for shade garden

Å Covered storage area (Activity Zone)

Å Play space (Activity Zone)

Å Fire pit (Gathering Area)

Å Larger patio (Gathering Area)



Finished Base Map 

ÅDrawn to scale

Å

ÅNorth arrow

ÅAll existing hardscape areas 

and mature trees
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The Central Open Shape



Central 
Open 

Shape



Rectangular Lot Corner Lot Odd-Shaped Lot

Central Open Shape Locations



Central Open Shape Location



Defined Edge


